
The City Plaza Girls Issued their own Magazine and Won 

the Pulitzer of Our Hearts 

“Everyday eight of us teenage girls from Afghanistan, Iran, Syria and 

Iraq met over a month to talk through what we have been through and 

our thoughts about the future, facilitated by our English teacher CR. Very 

early in our conversations it became clear how important it is to talk 

about our ambitions and the rights we have as women. We hope you 

enjoy reading this, and that you can pass it far and wide. To women all 

over the world who continue to suffer from oppression, in solidarity,  

The Plaza Girls” 

by Corina Petridi 

That is the note on the back cover of the magazine that was written, edited and 

designed from scratch by eight girls who live in the Refugee Accommodation and 

Solidarity Space of City Plaza. 

“I wanted to give space to the children to tell their stories” 

About five weeks ago, an activist teacher arrived at City Plaza from the U.K. as she 

told us herself. She worked for years with children that the society identifies as “bad” 

or “disobedient”. Therefore, for the last years Chloe has worked mainly with refugee 

children that escaped war to finally arrive in Europe and categorized as “difficult 

cases”.  

“Personally I never paid attention to teachers who talked about these 
children like that. I thought what they were saying was bullshit. So, I 
always asked these children what is their truth, what is their reality. And 
they would always describe their lives with beautiful words, whether they 
were 7 or 17. My projects, therefore, focus on that: that is, giving space 
to these children to tell their stories. Then, we find a creative way to 
share these stories with the world, either by bringing out a magazine or a 
film. It’s simple. And it’s scary how stupid the way schools work and 
teachers who never address these questions to the children is.”  
  
So, she did something similar when she arrived at City Plaza. She went to an 
English class that was set up a long time ago for the children who live in the City 
Plaza and started talking to a 16-year-old girl refugee from Afghanistan. 



“In this class I met Arian and when we started talking she immediately 
told me her whole story. She sparked my interest and I thought that we 
could make a magazine with these stories. I told her that, she liked it and 
we put it forward to some other girls from Plaza. My job was to just make 
things easy. None of the ideas were mine (except for the first one); I 
didn’t want to intervene in their work at all. I didn’t want to offer opinions 
or dictate something. I just encouraged them and was there to help with 
whatever they needed.”  

“For two months, we were vulnerable to fascists who wanted to beat us” 

So, within a few days a team of eight girls came together and started discussing 
among them their experiences from the war, their journey, their settlement in Athens 
and how they imagine their lives in a few years from now. One girl was interviewing 
the other and the process of writing the magazine started to be therapeutic. The 
environment that these discussions were taking place in was familiar, which allowed 
them to express themselves freely and without inhibitions. 

Karima, for example, who came with her parents and sisters from Afghanistan, 
describes their first days in Greece like this: 

“Two months we stayed in the square […] For two months, we were 
vulnerable to fascists who wanted to beat us. Local people who were 
fighting the fascists helped us to get in touch with the government office. 
We were so angry that for 26 days we went on a hunger strike. Us 
sisters here. Myself, Shafikeh, Adele and Ely. Adele lost 7 kilos. I lost 5. 
We only drank water. For the doctors to come and see us, we had to get 
permission from the police.”  
 

“We will fight to earn our rights” 

As they told us, the magazine was not just an excuse to share their stories, but also 
to talk openly for the first time about their rights. Shafikeh characteristically told us:  

“Women can do the same jobs that men do, whether they easy or 
difficult. And we have to claim and defend that right. There are men that 
oppose that right. So we have to keep fighting. To talk about our 
abilities, which are the same as theirs, to talk and write about our 
dreams. The magazine was a good start and I am very happy that we 
made it because we were able to talk openly about things that we like 
and things we want to do in our lives.” 
 
 



That was probably one of the reasons that the girls decided to present the magazine 
on March 7, a day before the International Women's Day and the march that was 
planned for that afternoon. Some of them have already decided that they want to live 
much differently from their mothers. It is not odd the way Mahmonir answers in the 
magazine, when she was asked if she wants the same life as her mother’s:  

“No. Not at all. Because my mother married young. So, if we had the 
same life, I would be already married right now. I wouldn’t like this 
experience at all.”  
 
Arian, who had interpreted during the whole interview and the presentation of the 
magazine, was very excited that she would walk at the march, since, as she told us, 
for her –and for the rest of the girls– it was the first time that she was given the 
chance to do so. 

Besides, as they told us themselves there are rights that they need to earn by 
themselves, because no one is going to give them away to them. 

 


