
Racist violence: A much needed comment 

The Greek Forum of Refugees in response to the fascist arson attack at the Afghan 

Community of Migrants and Refugees in Greece on Thursday, 22 March and the 

presentation of the Annual Report 2017 of the Racist Violence Recording Network on 

Wednesday, 28 March, feels the need to point out the following:  

In the past we have been attacked many times, culminating in the Golden Dawn’s 

attack in 2010 at the office of the Afghan community when it hosted the Greek 

Forum of Refugees, during a lesson for children. However, the context was quite 

different as the GD wanted to strike to prove their existence and because the world 

did not know what the GD was, while the target was believed to be solely refugees, 

migrants and their communities.  

Things have now changed. GD has an institutional role in the country’s politics and is 

no longer a need of in person illicit tactics while it is obvious that with attacks on the 

refugees and migrants who live in the country the whole of the Greek society is 

stricken, like in the case of Pavlos Fyssas. The solidarity that organizations, citizens 

and authorities showed this time at the Afghan Community of Migrants and 

Refugees in Greece after the attack of GD’s mouthpieces prove as much.  

The facts presented by the Racist Violence Recording Network prove that the 

existence and continuing service of the Network is positive, despite the difficulties of 

the undertaking, as well as the improvement of corresponding racist violence dealing 

services of the Greek Police and the improvement of the refugees’ negative attitude 

to reporting related incidents in such agencies. Lastly, the legislation that is a far cry 

from the days that the victim and not the victimizer was arrested are noteworthy.  

Nonetheless, the number of recorded cases no way reflects the reality. In countries 

of northern Europe where such recording includes also incidents of hate speech for a 

number of years now, those incidents are thousands. The roughly one hundred 

recordings in Greece certainly do not mean that racist attacks are not experienced or 

are in any way reduced. Much more is required from both the Network and the 

Greek police if we consider the kind of the attacks recorded and which do not 

include hate speech that is widespread in public transportation, public services, or 

the media.  

The Greek Forum of Refugees believes the information and encouragement of the 

victims to report the attacks is vital. In addition, care should be taken for the matter 

of communication and interpretation during the recording procedure while it is 

especially important that the conviction proceedings are either time-consuming or 

lacking altogether, and they do not produce tangible effects while the perpetrators 

go unpunished. 



Finally, we would like to stress that for the society and the refugees’ and migrants’ 

proper information and awareness the refugee and migrant communities have to 

have the lead. 

 


